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Dr.Fordinand DURCAESKI

I. Political activity until March 14.1939.

Dr.Ferdinami DURCANSIY was born on December 1.80 1906 in Wee. He became
deputy for the " iiideve Arena" (PeePlete Dert7) - ESLS - in the Czechoslovak
Parliament. The minbers of the ftrst Slovak autonomous government, appointed by
the central gOverrinent in Prague, headed by Gen. Syrovy were i for the HSLS -
Dr.Ferdinand Durcansky, CULXILK for the agrarian party and TzPIANSII and LICMTER.
This event took place in Prague on Ootober 7, 1938:

Durcensky together with Tine, Mach and the rest of the Slovak fascist per-
sonalities, apprcried on February 8, 1938 the agreement about a mutual course of
the-ESL& and the SDP ( Sudetendeuteche Parted.). Thin agreement was signed by
AndrSj Minka with K.H.Frank, Arnost Enna: and lug. Fr. Kannesin, the leader of
the Slovak Germans. Into this agreement was also incorporated the united Hungarian
party of gerterhasi. Immediately after the Anschlaue of Austria Durcanekr and Hach
negotiated in Vienna with the Sudetendeutache Heimatbund through Rudolf Vavrai
the purpose of these negotiations, being the destruction of Czechoslovakia. He
also took part in the organizing of a sass rally of the ILSLS in Bratislava on
Jane 5, 1938, during which the agreement of alliance was proclaimed between the
USSR end Czechoslovakia' . He prepared a imemorandrua for the immediate creation of
a amok outmxmy which Mae sent to Lord Illinoisan, with the knowledge that this
will. ham the international position of Czechoslovakia. In July 1938 tiler were
among the founders of the "Hlinkova garde* into which they. incorporated (as a
cadre) Members of the former anti-state organization "Tura' a RodObrtmae . In sumer
1938 they sent to Prague deputy Stefan liassik as a permanent representative of the
=LES. Hassik was also active as the Italian man batmen the HSLS and the leaders
of Henlain's party. On September 19, 1938, upon the request of the German minister
for Foreign Affairs, Ribbentrop, Dtrrcanaky agreed with the proposal to present to
the constitutional authorities of Czechoslovakia such radical demands which would
bring about a change of the democratic institutions of the Republic (Dr.Benes)
and also enfulfillable requests :to Prime minister Dr.liodza. Together with Tire,
Mach and the others they called a. meeting of the executive committee of the ESL&
for October .5 end 6, 1938 to Zilina, where a plan was worked..out on the basis of
which they forced the transfer of government and executive poser and later also
the legislative parer to Eaceraida. Immediately after October 6, 1938 they dissolved
the coomunist party-, the Social democratic party and forbade the activity of the
Slovak National party* The other parties ( agrarian, tradestmen party etc.) . merged
'with the HSLS. By official decree they allowed the activity of the Elinkova garde
and armed Tukal a Rodobrana• All the properties of the ctiseolved gymnastic asso•
olatione were transferred to the Hlinkova garde* He took rata* pert in the helAing
of e/eationa on December 18, 138 into the Eaovek autonomous Parliament according
to the pattern of Nazism and bolaheviem ( one party without oppoeitimi). In the
press and radio he provoked hatred.andantageniem against the jeW8. In October V38
Duras:maw and Mach visited Sayes...tnquart in Vienna and the following dzy Berman
Goering in Berlin, where they presented the request that Germany- should aid Slovakia
to break Elroy from Czechoslovakia. At this occasion they Promised that an indepen-

dent Slovakia would be in close cooperation with Oarmany in military, polls.
tioal and economic matters. On October 28,193t they discussed the same natter in
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kunich together with rise and Ribtentrop. Later they confered also with other
German and Croatian fascists. In October 1938 they ahked the Govanemut of the .
Third Reich and that of fascist Italy to decide about MN the request of
about ceding some Czechoslovak territatr. He took part with Tim and Drairtia
representative of the Prague government -Ministry of Forhign affairs) in the
dismasions with the Hungarians at Kamarm, with the Hungarian minister of foreign
affairs - canJa. Fancying this the entire southern part of Slovakia was ceded to

. Hungary on November 2, 1938.

•
In February 1939, behind the back of the official Prague Government, -

Duroanskr and Tim, together with others, oommenced direct preparations for the
break:with Czechoslovakia. They sent to Berlina delegation of economic and poll-
ticalafficials for the purpose of working out with Goering the conditions of •
economic cooperation between SlevWdaand Germany. Together with hack they per-
suaded ladmit kUtnanakr to step up the attache against Czechoelmakia within
the fraemork of the Slovak broadcasts frxRVienna end to prove that it is in-:
poesible .far Csechs end Slovaks to cooperate in one matual state and stress the
importance toereate an independent Slovak state. During the first half of'kerch
1939, mtmaithe 'arm= were organizing unrests and disturbances on the territory
of the II.Republic, Varcanskr by his amine steps and political deem& brought
about such an ixdmrnal political situation between March 942,1339, that it was
easy. lartbe German officials to make ass of it militarily and politically to
take measures against Clechoslovakia. Together with Mach they called. to Slovakia
groups Of trained Gamemterrorists who were supposed to execute attmirts on the
lifts of political officials of the opposition. They took charge and accepted/rota
the °firearm explosives at Petraalka, ehicbmere later used. On March 10,1939 ..
(iimediately after March 7 when the Prague government and Tiaoa l s autonotous
government were dissolved) Dr.lrorctimudq-nent to Vienna and in broadoaists exhorted
the nation to resistance against Czecdumlcmakia and the Hlinkm4a. garde. He ordered
them to mdept onlYbis requests and to take over the power. The same der he •
made arrangements far Hitler to send his plenipotentiary. to Bratislava to discuss .
the break of Slovald.a from Czechoslovakia. He also sent Om a Memarancheatri which
he protested in the name of the Slovak goverment against the steps takeeby.the
official government in Prague and asked far assistancie of the German merriment for
an independent Slovalda. On Mara 13, 1939 Ha:curiosity end . Tiso had discussione
Harlin With Ribbentrop, Hitler wed othersahoUt the breakafSlavalda from/Czechs..
slarakia.	 •

• •
II. Activities Oniing the existence of the Slovak state. 

'
After the proclamation Of the so-called independent Slovak state an

March 14. 1939 by the Slovak Parliament, Dr.Ferdiand Durcanskr accepted tOe
function el/sinister of interior. He brought about the abandonment of the demo-
cratic ystem in Slovakia which resulted in the creation of edictator-like regim
frOaloyakial on the pattern of the Nazi regia and the clomet cooperation. with
Naai-Genseey, On March 17. 1939 he eigmetlan agreement with Hungary about cession
of apart of southern Slovakia to Hungary. Dnrcansky and Tieo agreed that the
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Germans should diemaaby force all Slovak military garrisons in westerriSlaralda
and that the German army- ehould take charge of the military factories at Dubnica
and Pamela Byatrica. The also agreed that the German army should take over and
transport to Germaar all military material, weapons gasoline, aixtomobiles etc.
in the value of over 2 Milieus Kea, which considerably- inereased the stocks of
the German armr and decreased the Slovak national property. Thay also gave their
consent for German consultant to be appointed to the Ministry of National Defense
in the form of a military mission. In August 1939 they oompleted discussions andtio finalay signed en agreement about the so-called defense sons in western
SlovskLa which rendered Germany outstanding assistance for the future conduct of
the war against Poland and the USSHaBetween Maach le and 23, 19/19 Durcanekr met
with Herman Goering and signed an agreement with his about economic and politica/
cooperation and interstate payments between the so-called Protectorate Bohemia
Moravia and Slovakia.

In 1940 he took part at an agreement whereby Slovakia undertook to send
ema-kers to oarmanr t 100.000 -120.000 persons), who were forced to weak in the
Third Reich in different cities under dangerous conditions. It is necessary- to
add, that the Slovak state accepted the obligation to main Slovak currency at
hoes whatever the workers could save in Germany, oat of funds of the National bank. ,fte

Duranaaar as a member of the govemient of the Slavak state gave his
consent together witth others to reconstruct state highways, bridgee and railroads
so that they-could serve Germany" for military purposes said transport of material
and personnel for their attack against, lagoalavia and. Greece in 1941. He aim
participated don the military preparations against the western allies and the USSR.
Be agrred to send against the USSR a corps in thestrength of 2 dividicne (fast and
technical) and together with Others declared war on the USA on December 12, 1941
and also on Great Britain. Hewes also co-responsible that Slovakia signed the
paz Three power pact".	 •

•	 Durcanskr ardently camouflaged the true facts and declared,aspecially
during the time of the Slovak uprising in 19/44-1945, that the Slovak state is
independent, praised Adolf Hitler, the German Reich, uttered slander against the
western paean' and their government institutions. Already than, when items clear
ta everfenathat the tall of Hami Germany-and consequently that of the so-called
Slovak state is inedranit, he began to mike aaeechise emphasizing the =acceptant,*
Of a renewal of a Grechaelovak state and praised and defended the idea of a Slovak
state.

In this period Dr.Durcanskrwas also guilty, as minister of foreign
affairs, that he took part in the crushing of the Slovak uprising, when thousand
of persons were liquidated by the Ha, VORG and by the Germans, without any' court
procedure. Together with the chief of the propaganda office ft . T.J.Gasparbo con-
ducted a propaganda in the press and on the radio and through leaflets against
the insurgents tonuaiingtaem as traitors, bandits and criminals. They tried
to persuade the insurgent soldiers to desert and also signed an agreement in seers
cy whereby Slovakia supplied the German argr and this action caused a loss of same
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